
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5195

As of January 27, 2015

Title:  An act relating to driver's license and instruction permit examination fees.

Brief Description:  Concerning driver's license and instruction permit examination fees.

Sponsors:  Senator Benton.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Transportation:  1/27/15.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Staff:  Amanda Cecil (786-7429)

Background:  Prior to being issued a driver permit or license, an applicant must pass written 
and driving examinations or otherwise demonstrate that they are qualified to be a licensed 
driver.  There is a $25 driver permit application fee and a $35 driver's license examination fee 
assessed by the state.  Prior to 2011, written and driving examinations were administered by 
the Department of Licensing (DOL).  In 2011 private driver training schools and school 
districts that offer a traffic safety education program were authorized to conduct driver 
examinations.  Driver training schools and school districts may charge a fee to administer the 
examinations that is in addition to the application and examination fees assessed by the state. 

Summary of Bill:  The $25 driver permit application fee is renamed the application and 
examination fee and is imposed only on applicants that take a written test that is administered 
by DOL.  If the written examination is administered by a private driver training school the 
applicant pays an application fee of $12.  

The $35 driver's license examination fee is renamed the application and examination fee and 
is imposed only on applicants that take a written and driving test that is administered by 
DOL.  If either the written or driving examination is administered by a private driver training 
school the applicant pays an application fee of $12.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect on January 1, 2016.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  This provides equality and more fairness for 
applicants taking tests at driver training schools.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Dawn Vyvyan, Profession Driving School Assn.
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